
Worship Service & Child Care 
Church School

Today at First Church               June 25, 2017
9:00 a.m.
9:15 a.m.

Th
e 

W
ee

kl
y 

W
or

d 
fr

om
 F

ir
st

 C
hu

rc
h 

of
 C

hr
is

t
FIRST CHURCH OF CHRIST, 

CONGREGATIONAL
Member of the United Church of Christ

An open, welcoming and affirming congregation
2183 Main Street, Glastonbury, CT 06033  

860-633-4641
Television Ministry:  LIVING THE WORD, 

Sundays, 7:30 a.m. and noon, Cox Cable Channel 15
E-mail: firstchurch@glastonburyfirst.org

Website: www.glastonburyfirst.org

Summer Church School 2017!
This summer all children will have the opportunity to attend Church School classes 
on Sunday mornings. Our children will learn about important Bible stories through 
fun, hands-on activities. Childcare will be provided throughout the summer as well! 
For any questions, please email Elizabeth Gleich at elizabeth@glastonburyfirst.org. 
All children (entering Preschool and higher) will meet together in Room 205.

Summer Church School 2017

All children (entering Preschool and higher) will meet together.

 

18-Jun Art

25-Jun Games

205
People Who 

Made a 
Difference

People of faith made a difference.  Through the stories of 
people of faith, such as Deborah, Jeremiah, the Centurion’s 

servant, and the woman at the well, we learn more about God. 
 As people of faith, we can respond to God and make a 

difference. 

This summer all children have the opportunity to attend Church School classes on Sunday mornings where our children will learn about 
important Bible stories through fun, hands-on activities.  Childcare will be provided throughout the summer as well.  

Main IdeaDate Unit StationRoom

East Africa Famine Appeal
In observance of the World Council of Churches’ Global Day of Prayer to End Famine, the 
United Church of Christ has issued a special appeal. Famine has already officially been 
declared in South Sudan and there is a very real possibility of four famines - in Somalia, 
South Sudan, Nigeria and Yemen - breaking out all at once. Twenty million people face 
starvation within the next six months. International aid officials warn that this is one of the 
biggest humanitarian disasters since World War II. The global humanitarian community is 
ready to scale up the response to avert a catastrophe, but requires additional funds to do so.
Trusted, on-the-ground partnerships enable the United Church of Christ to get food 
resources directly to the people who need them. UCC Disaster Ministries already has sent 
$85,000 from 2017 One Great Hour of Sharing Offering funds. While OGHS funds are 
already at work, the unprecedented nature of this famine has led to this supplemental 
appeal. If you are able to help, please send your check to the church office or drop it in the 
offering plate, payable to First Church, with memo line, “East Africa Famine.”



                          VBS Registration!
Vacation Bible School will be held July 31 - August 4. The theme this year is 
Hero Central. You can register online or print forms from our website. We’re 
looking forward to another great year!

Foodshare Volunteers Needed this Wednesday Morning! 
We need a few more volunteers at Foodshare’s Regional 
Market in Hartford this coming Wednesday morning, 
June 28. The group meets in the church parking lot at 

8:00 a.m. to drive into Hartford together, and then everyone sorts and packages the produce 
that gets given out on the Mobile Foodshare truck at various sites across the state. The shift 
is from 8:30-11:30 a.m. If you are interested in learning more, please contact Jim Hartung at 
ctsdncmnfolk@gmail.com or 860-430-2123. 
Foodshare’s vision is for a community where all people can get all the food they need. As the 
region’s food bank, they work toward that vision by getting food donations from the food 
industry and distributing them to 300 food pantries, community kitchens, homeless shelters 
and other partner programs.

United Church of Christ News!
Through our connection with our denomination, the United 
Church of Christ, we participate in varied mission, outreach, 
fellowship, and educational opportunities. Our church gives 
generously to the state and national settings of our beloved church, 

and we encourage you to look at the Connecticut Conference (http://www.ctucc.org/) and the 
national United Church of Christ (http://www.ucc.org/) websites. 
Every two years, General Synod brings together thousands of faithful members of the United 
Church of Christ for formal church witness, inspirational worship, and fellowship with friends (new 
and old). From June 30 through July 4, 2017, thousands from across the country (and abroad) 
will gather for General Synod 2017 in Baltimore, Maryland. Together, our clergy and lay leaders 
will discern resolutions of witness, church structure, and function. Everyone gathered will “Make 
Glad!” as they celebrate, debate, worship and witness. Two youth members of our congregation, 
Megan Kimmel and Brett Schneider, are traveling to General Synod with a group of youth and 
advisors from around the state. For more information, visit http://synod.uccpages.org/.

Food Donations Needed 
First Church has a long tradition of collecting food items for our neighbors in 
need. Our donations go to Horace Bushnell Children’s Food Pantry in Hartford 
and Manchester Area Conference of Churches (MACC). There are two baskets 
at church (one in the back lobby and one in the narthex) where the food is 
collected. Please be sure that items are not expired or open. In June, we’re 
asking for canned vegetables, pasta, sauce and other unexpired items. Thank you!



Choir Camp August 20-23
The Cantate, Cantabile and 
Mallets Choirs will attend 
Choir Camp 2017 from 
August 20-23, at Silver Lake 
Conference Center in Sharon, CT. Health 
forms were emailed to all the camp 
choristers and should be filled out and 
returned to the church office by August 
1 along with your final camp payment. 
If you have any questions, do not hesitate 
to contact Angela Salcedo, Director of 
Music Ministries at angelasalcedo@
glastonburyfirst.org.

Join Choirs at the Yard Goats
On Monday, August 28, the 
Cantate and Cantabile Choirs 
will be singing the National 
Anthem at the Hartford Yard 
Goats Baseball Park. This will 
be a fun-filled church family 

event. The Yard Goats will be playing against 
the Boston Red Sox Farm Team. Tickets are 
on sale in the church office for $8 each 
and must be paid for by August 15. Paid 
tickets will be available at the “will call” 
window at the box office that evening. 
Proceeds support our yearly Choir Camp.  

Join the Nature Club!
Attention all nature lovers! We 
are excited to announce the 
formation of a new group of 
First Church people who will 
meet monthly and focus on 
special projects, fellowship and 
conservation. We are looking 

for anyone who enjoys nature and wants to 
help protect what God has created for us. 
Our next meeting is Wednesday, July 12 
at 7:00 p.m. in the Lehman Library. We 
have many ideas of what this group could do 
(hikes, building a butterfly garden, programs at 
church to teach about conservation advocacy, 
etc.). If you have questions or want to get 
involved, please contact Tracy Kavanaugh at 
lilypadprints@gmail.com or 413-250-3838.

You’re Invited:
  Homemade Syrian Dinner and 

Cultural Experience
Enjoy a delicious multi-course 
home-cooked Syrian meal by 
Ezdehar Al Wadi. The dinner will 
be accompanied by a slide show and 

stories of her family’s four year journey from 
Syria to a refugee camp in Jordan, and finally 
to Glastonbury in July 2016, when our church 
sponsored them. The dinner is Sunday, July 23, 
at 6:00 p.m. in Schultz Hall.
The cost of this delicious feast and cultural 
experience is $25 per person. Please make out 
your check to “First Church of Christ,” with 
“Syrian Dinner” in the memo section. Please 
note this covers the cost of the meal and the 
presentation and is not tax-deductible. Seating 
is limited to 25, so RSVP to Lisa Hurley at 
lisahurley@snet.net or 860-335-5850 or 
Danae Dwyer at danaedwyer@me.com 
by Wednesday, July 19. Payments should be 
brought to the dinner and given to Lisa or Danae. 

New Ushers Invited
Would you like to help usher at one 
of our Sunday morning worship 
services? We are ever so thankful 
for the head ushers and ushers who 
help in seating and participate in 
the offertory. The Board of Deacons invites 
anyone who would like to be a head usher or 
usher to please make a note in the fellowship 
pew pad, speak to the host at the Welcome 
Table in Schultz Hall or call Kathy Ciolkosz 
at the church office (860-633-4641). We 
would love to add your name to our list!



Sunday, July 2, 2017  
9:00 a.m. Worship Service & Child Care 
9:15 a.m. Church School

This Week at First Church 
Tuesday, June 27, 2017 
9:45 a.m. Prayer and Share, Parlor

Thursday, June 29, 2017 
9:30 a.m. Thursday Morning Study   
 Group, Lehman Library

Cheryl Foley, Child Care Provider
Karin Carlino, Church School Administrator

Susan Feller, Publications Specialist

   MINISTERS
All the members of the church

Pastor Emeritus The Rev. Dr. Carl F. Schultz, Jr. (1932 - 2012)

PASTORS
The Rev. David T. Taylor, Senior Pastor

The Rev. Kate VanDerzee-Glidden, Associate Pastor

        Peggy Hartman, Director of Handbell Program and Children’s Choirs

Rebecca Fleahman, Office Manager
Wes Grove, Facilities Manager
The Rev. Gordon Bates, Minister of Visitation

Angela Salcedo, Director of Music Ministries 
Kathy Ciolkosz, Administrative Assistant

        Valerie Escalera, Program Administrator
Elizabeth Gleich, Director of Children and Youth Ministries

Brown Bag Lunches Are Back!
Once again, escape the heat, enjoy 
the church’s air conditioning, see 
some old friends, make some new 
ones and learn something new 
about this wonderful world in which 
we live! We have two more “brown 

bag” lunches planned for July and August. Bring 
a bag lunch and we will provide the beverages 
and dessert. Please RSVP to the church office 
at 860-633-4641.
Wednesday, July 19, 12:00-1:15 p.m. A Jaunt 
Through Jordan with Diana Ruddick! Diana 
will share photographs of and reflections on her 
recent trip to Jordan, including visits to Petra, 
Mount Nebo, Jerash and Amman. With Israel to 
the west and Syria and Iraq to the north, Jordan 
is surrounded by war and strife, yet has managed 
to maintain a peaceful kingdom whose citizens 
are warm and welcoming to Americans.
Tuesday, August 8: 11:30 a.m.-12:45 p.m.
Memories of Morocco with Samantha 
LaFargue! Samantha studied in Morocco for 
the spring semester. Join us to hear about 
her experiences while she lived and studied 
in Morocco. She will give us a feel for this 
fascinating country.

Altar Flowers Requested 
It’s summer time and our 
gardens  are blooming. Please 
consider offering a vase of 
flowers for the altar this summer. 
Please contact Susan Bonitsky at 

860-633-7128 or kowsz@juno.com to schedule 
a Sunday and to get an announcement in the 
Bulletin. Flowers can be in memory of, in 
celebration of, or in honor of people, events 
or accomplishments. Susan can also order 
arrangements from Keser’s and have you billed 
or you can use another florist. Arrangements 
can be left at the church or taken home.

Book Group Selections
Looking for some great summer reading?

Thursday Morning Study Group: Hillbilly 
Elegy by J.D. Vance (July 6, 9:30 a.m.).
Biography Book Group: Harriet Tubman: 
The Moses of her People by Sarah Bradford 
(July 11, 4:00 p.m.).
Second Sunday Book Club: The Nix by 
Nathan Hill (September 10, 4:00 p.m.).


